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ment. The work concludes with a brief exposition of Neo-Criticism. Con- 
trary to the eclectic notion that systems of philosophy are true in what they 
affirm and false in what they deny, it must be said that Renouvier is at his 
best in the negative criticism of systems. Inasmuch as the works under 
review contain no detailed unfoldment of the system, caution is necessary 
in our judgment of the outline actually offered. But no injustice will be 
done by pointing out that ' relativism ' and ' personalism ' in their most 
extreme form would be nearly equivalent to the early animism for the cor- 
rection of which philosophy came into existence. It is true that abstrac- 
tions have infested the course of reflection, but it is equally true that such 
concretes as creation in time, and a God existing in time have become im- 
possibilities for thought. The philosophy of Lotze is proof that ' person- 
alism ' can become a principle of metaphysics without leading to any such 
extremes. What we miss in Renouvier' s exposition is adequate develop- 
ment of the very idea of synthetic unity which he intends to make funda- 
mental. 

Inasmuch as I have already commented in the Philosophical Review 
(cf. VII, pp. 635-639, review of L' annke philosophique for 1897) upon the 
high value of Renouvier' s exposure of the realistic fallacy in places where 
its presence is not commonly recognized, I will merely add that these two 
volumes have served to deepen the impression that the critical part of his 
writings performs with great vigor and with wide learning a task that very 
much needs to be done. 

George A. Coe. 

Northwestern University. 

Morals socials, lecons professees au college libre des sciences sociale. Par 
Mm. G. Belot, M. Bernes, L. Brunschvicg, F. Buisson, A. Darlu, 
L. Dauriac, E. Delbet, Ch. Gide, M. Kovalevsky, P. Malapert, 
C. R. P. Maumus, E. de Roberty, G. Sokel, C. Pasteur Wagner. 
Avec une preface par Emile Boutroux. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1899. — 
pp. xi, 318. 

This volume consists of fourteen lectures, delivered by as many lecturers 
before a popular audience at the College libre des sciences sociale of Paris. 
The object of the director of the college, Dr. Delbet, seems to have been 
to leave no type of ethical speculation unrepresented. If so, he has been 
entirely successful. In the preface to the volume, M. Boutroux tries to 
show that complete agreement obtains among the contributors on several 
important points. But the only one of significance that even his ingenuity 
has been able to discover is the recognition that, at least in their detailed 
application, right and wrong are relative to circumstances. And it is 
doubtful whether any moralist has ever really intended to deny this. The 
two contributions that will be most interesting to the student of philosophy 
are an account of the philosophy of Tolstoi, and a study of the ethics of 
socialism. The first, by a fellow-countryman of the great novelist, shows 
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clearly the part that specifically Russian conditions have played in the de- 
velopment of Tolstoi's views. The most important paragraphs of the 
second attempt to prove that in the writings of Marx other forces besides 
the purely economic are taken into account, and that the supreme authority 
of the moral ideal is recognized throughout. This conclusion is reached, 
it is hardly necessary to say, only through the citation of isolated passages, 
and by impressing upon a number of these one of two or three possible 
interpretations. But it is well worth bringing together what Marx has said 
upon this subject, if only to show how meager it is. 

Frank Chapman Sharp. 

The Works of George Berkeley. Including his Posthumous Works. With 
Prefaces, Annotations, Appendices, and an account of his Life. By 
Alexander Campbell Fraser, Emeritus Professor of Logic and 
Metaphysics in the University of Edinburgh. In four volumes. Ox- 
ford, at the Clarendon Press, 1901. — pp. lxxxvii, 527 ; 415 ; vi, 412 ; 
viii, 611. $6.00. 

Professor Fraser has once more imposed upon us a debt of gratitude by 
the publication of the new Clarendon Press edition of Berkeley's works. 
The name of the venerable editor has been closely associated with Berke- 
ley's philosophy for a generation, and the interest in and occupation with 
Berkeley in recent years, not only in England and America, but in France 
and Germany as well, has been largely the result of his labors and inspi- 
ration. 

The first edition of the work before us appeared in 1 871, in three vol- 
umes, with an additional volume devoted to the life and letters, and also 
containing the Commonplace Book and some short papers which were then 
published for the first time. The editor has described in the preface to 
Volume I the changes which occur in the present edition of Berkeley's 
works. I quote a few passages : "In the present edition of Berkeley's 
Works, the introductions and the annotations have been mostly rewritten. 
A short account of his romantic life is prefixed, intended to trace its prog- 
ress in the gradual development and application of his initial principle ; 
and also the external incidents of his life in their continuity, with the help 
of the new material in the Percival MSS. and the correspondence with 
Johnson. . . . The rearrangement of the works is a feature in the present 
edition. Much of the new material that was included in the 187 1 edition 
reached me when the book was far advanced in the press, and thus the 
chronological arrangement, strictly followed in the present edition, was not 
possible. A chronological arrangement is suggested by Berkeley him- 
self." . . . "The first three volumes in this edition contain the philo- 
sophical works exclusively arranged in chronological order under the 
three periods of Berkeley's life. The first volume includes those of his 
early life ; the second those produced in middle life, and the third those 
of his later years. The miscellaneous works are presented in like manner 



